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PL2023 Politics and Power in Africa

This module provides a detailed exploration of the internal politics
and international relations of contemporary Africa. Africa is no
longer the "hopeless continent’ to use the infamous description of
The Economist in May 2000. The last fifteen years have seen an
Improvement in the continent's fortunes - particularly in terms of
economic growth - with academics, policy makers and
non-governmental organisations on the ground now placing a much
greater emphasis upon an 'Africa rising' discourse with discussion
focused upon what can be done in conjunction with Africa rather
than for Africa. This entails strategic partnerships to help facilitate
economic development, conflict resolution, and the creation of a
new continent wide peace and security architecture. That said,
Africa continues to suffer from myriad problems. Its progress
towards meeting the UN's millennium development goals is
uneven, most of the UN's peacekeeping activities are concentrated
In Africa and the continent continues to suffer from fragile
statehood, insurgencies of various kinds, high levels of
authoritarianism and state corruption, and conflicts over resources.
Africa also continues to be viewed as an important setting for
counter-terrorist initiatives and the campaign against Islamist
radicalism in Nigeria, Mali, and Somalia is considered to provide an
Important dimension to the ‘'war on terror'. This growing security
problem for the continent, coupled with the demand for the
continent's resources, has inevitably increased the levels of
engagement of external powers with the United States, France, the
UK, China, India and Brazil all active on the continent. As Africa
stands at the centre of so many of the contemporary debates in
International politics on intervention, development, peacekeeping,
democracy, sovereignty, and refugee movements, the developed
world cannot expect to remain unaffected by events in Africa.
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Thomson A. An Introduction to African Politics. 3rd ed. Routledge; 2009.
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Young T, International African Institute. Readings in African Politics. James Currey; 2002.
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Relations: Emerging Approaches to Theory and Practice (Routledge Studies in African
Politics and International Relations). Routledge; 2015.

http://ezproxy . lib.le.ac.uk/login?url=http://lib.myilibrary.com?id=838711

6.
Crowder M, Oliver R, Fage |D. The Cambridge History of Africa: Vol. 8: From C. 1940 to C.
1975. Cambridge University Press; 1984.
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Kinzer S. A Thousand Hills: Rwandas Re-Birth and the Man Who Dreamed It. Wiley; 2008.
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Somerville K. Africa’s Long Road since Independence: The Many Histories of a Continent.
Hurst & Company; 2015.

2/88



11/14/25 PL2023 Politics and Power in Africa | readinglists@leicester

9.

Thomson A. An Introduction to African Politics. 3rd ed. Routledge; 2009.
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Olender M. Integrating Africa: Decolonization's Legacies, Sovereignty and the African
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1914-2014. International Affairs. 2014,90(1):143-166. doi:10.1111/1468-2346.12100

25.

Omeje K. Markets or Oligopolies of Violence? The Case of Sudan. African Security.
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Reform. Vol New approaches to African history. Cambridge University Press; 2015.
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Mohan G, Zack-Williams T, Review of African political economy. The Politics of Transition in

Africa: State, Democracy & Economic Development in Africa. Vol ROAPE African readers.
James Currey; 2002.
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Abrahamsen R. African democracy - still disciplined after all these years? International
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Anchoring the 'D-Word' in Africa. Journal of Democracy. 2010;21(4):106-113.
doi:10.1353/j0d.2010.0006

44,

Abrahamsen R. The power of partnerships in global governance. Third World Quarterly.
2004;25(8):1453-1467. doi:10.1080/0143659042000308465

45.

7/88



11/14/25 PL2023 Politics and Power in Africa | readinglists@leicester
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Anne Pitcher, Mary H. Moran and Michael Johnston. Rethinking Patrimonialism and
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nts
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and International Relations). Routledge; 2012.
http://ezproxy lib.le.ac.uk/login?url=http://lib.myilibrary.com?id=346173

50.
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or empire? Third World Quarterly. 2013;34(7):1159-1174.
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Elections in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Politikon. 2007;34(1):1-18.
doi:10.1080/02589340701336179

53.
Collier P. The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries Are Failing and What Can Be Done
about It. Oxford University Press; 2007.

http://le.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/view/action/uresolver.do?operation=resolveService&pack
age service id=5663029610002746&institutionld=2746&customerld=2745
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A Du Pisani. New Sites of Governance. In: Theory, Change and the Future for Southern
Africa. Palgrave Macmillan; 2000.
http://ezproxy.lib.le.ac.uk/login?url=http://site ebrary.com/lib/leicester/Doc?id=10044879

55.

Deegan H. Politics South Africa. 2nd ed. Pearson Longman; 2011.
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Ozor FU. Electoral Process, Democracy and Governance in Africa: Search for an Alternative
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de Jager N. Liberation Movements in Power: Party & State in Southern Africa. Politikon.
2014:41(1):162-163. doi:10.1080/02589346.2014 885685
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Grove A. The International Politics of Survival: The Case of Mugabe's Staying Power.
Politikon. 2011;38(2):275-294. doi:10.1080/02589346.2011.580127
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Hamill J. A (Qualified) Reaffirmation of ANC Hegemony: Assessing South Africa’'s 2009
Election. Politikon. 2010;37(1):3-23. doi:10.1080/02589346.2010.492147

60.

FISHER |, ANDERSON DM. Authoritarianism and the securitization of development in Africa.
International Affairs. 2015;91(1):131-151. doi:10.1111/1468-2346.12190

61.
Gaynor N. Between Citizenship and Clientship: The Politics of Participatory Governance in

Malawi. Journal of Southern African Studies. 2010;36(4):801-816.
doi:10.1080/03057070.2010.527637

62.

Hamill ], Hoffman J. 'Quiet Diplomacy' or Appeasement? South African Policy towards
Zimbabwe. The Round Table. 2009;98(402):373-384. doi:10.1080/00358530902895584

63.
Joseph Hanlon, Teresa Smart. Do Bicycles Equal Development in Mozambique? James

Currey; Reissue edition; 2010.
http://ezproxy.lib.le.ac.uk/login?url=http://lib.myilibrary.com?id=262118
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Klein N. The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism. 1st ed. Metropolitan Books;
2007.

65.

MEREDITH TC. The Challenge for Africa: A New Vision by Wangari Maathai. Canadian
Geographer / Le Géographe canadien. 2011;55(3):391-392.
doi:10.1111/.1541-0064.2011.00369.x

66.
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Maathal W. The Challenge for Africa. Arrow; 2010.

67.

Macdonald G. Racial Politics and Campaign Strategy in South Africa's 2009 Election.
Politikon. 2015;42(2):155-176. do0i:10.1080/02589346.2015.1005792

68.

Melber H. Post-liberation Democratic Authoritarianism: The Case of Namibia. Politikon.
2015:;42(1):45-66. doi:10.1080/02589346.2015.1005790

69.

Prevost G. The evolution of the African National Congress in power: From revolutionaries to
social democrats? Politikon. 2006;33(2):163-181. doi:10.1080/02589340600884584

70.
Reyntjens F. Constructing the truth, dealing with dissent, domesticating the world:

Governance in post-genocide Rwanda. African Affairs. 2011;110(438):1-34.
doi:10.1093/afraf/adq075

71.
Mehler A. Rebels and parties: the impact of armed insurgency on representation in the

Central African Republic. The Journal of Modern African Studies. 2011;49(01):115-139.
doi:10.1017/50022278X10000674

712.

Southall R. The black middle class and democracy in South Africa. The Journal of Modern
African Studies. 2014;52(04):647-670. doi:10.1017/S0022278X14000445

73.

Steans J. Gender and International Relations: Theory, Practice, Policy. 3rd. ed. Polity; 2013.
http://ezproxy.lib.le.ac.uk/login?url=nhttp://www.dawsonera.com/depp/reader/protected/ext
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ernal/AbstractView/S9780745678696
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De Jager N, Du Toit P van der P. Friend or Foe?: Dominant Party Systems in Southern
Africa : Insights from the Developing World. United Nations University Press; 2013.
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Suttner R. Party Dominance 'Theory': Of What Value? Politikon. 2006;33(3):277-297.
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Lewis P, Kew D. Nigeria's Hopeful Election. Journal of Democracy. 2015;26(3):94-109.
doi:10.1353/j0d.2015.0039

78.

Azevedo-Harman E. Patching Things Up in Mozambique. Journal of Democracy.
2015;26(2):139-150. doi:10.1353/j0d.2015.0036

79.
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2014;25(4):61-75. doi:10.1353/j0d.2014.0060

80.
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2012;23(3):80-93. doi:10.1353/j0d.2012.0039
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Gyimah-Boadi E, Prempeh HK. Qil, Politics, and Ghana's Democracy. Journal of Democracy.
2012;23(3):94-108. doi:10.1353/j0d.2012.0042

82.

Dizolele MP, Kambale PK. The DRC's Crumbling Legitimacy. Journal of Democracy.
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83.
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tml

84.
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85.
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80.
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The Democratic Republic of the Congo? Corruption, Patronage, and Competitive

Authoritarianism in the DRC. Africa Today. 56(4):42-61.
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. Johns Hopkins University Press; 2010.
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97.
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